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hat research brings us is interesting and sometimes
makes us realize what we should have noticed earlier.
Professor Kazuki Sasaki has been always introducing
essence of life from the world of Shakespeare. This is part

of his research product for our life.
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Mamy Thamks for ACES

Reflecting back on ACES,
Akita Communicative English Studies

AAF =R Kimura Mio

I t was a big surprise to know that the date when I sent a
notice of retiring our ACES activities on August 10,2021
came after 18 years when we had started ACES on August 9,
2003. Ijoined the group on January 17, 2002. At that time
its name was AES TEFL, the Association of Akita English
Studies, Teachers of English as a Foreign Language and was
founded by Kono Minoru sensei and Sasaki Masako sensei on
August 9, 1999. There were two parts called Academic
Sessions and Skill Training. Both ALTs and JTEs were
involved in those activities with challenging goals I remember.
According to the invitation notice, it says their mission is
to link English language teaching professionals in Akita
Prefecture and provide them with opportunities to study
different themes and cooperate to solve various underlying
problems in English education in Japan (Academic Session)
as well as to improve their English proficiency level (Skill
Training).
Unfortunately, in 2003, they were about to stop their
activities so that we had a talk among the members. [ was
one of the members who wanted to continue the activities, so

we decided to take it over with a new name, ACES.

With Happy Smiles!

The last ACES was held on Sunday, September 27, 2020.
There were 354 sessions including the previous activities.
Thorfinn Tait gave us a speech 16 times and so did Tim Emst
13 times.

over the world with a wide range of topics. Looking back on

We met more than 160 guest speakers from all

their topics there were quite a lot on politics and social issues.
Some speakers were young ALTs and others were skillful
English teachers and professors. I invited some of the family
members of them when they visited Akita. They were all
friendly and gave us opportunities to communicate in English

interacting each other.

# With Enthusiasm %

Some ACES members say as follows: The good
memories will be cherished as long as I live; The topics were
stimulating and inspiring each time; Listening to their
speeches not only made my English skills improve but also
expanded my knowledge; We had priceless presentations,
talks, encounters with people from various parts of the globe;
ACES always encouraged me to study more for a long time.

Everything has an end, so I think what we chose was right

to do. If possible, I hope some people will start a new

activity something similar to what ACES has done. On
behalf of ACES members, I’d like to express our gratitude for
all the teachers concermned from Akita University and guest
speakers who dedicated their time and efforts to ACES.




English Education Report from School Teachers
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English Language
Learning Classroom

at Hanawa JHS

FNEBHEE L TWDDIE, ZOSEMEE VWD
726D A « 1 < RIAORREDRE L & T4, HilziE
ALT OIAITAGERCHIRD = L 24P 35 L9 fcﬁ%ﬁ

EIRETDHE. EELDITENULD H5EY Yo Tk
nET,

LU, fHRlOEITC ALT DY/EIUGR 2 HiEE A9
52 LINTED ELRLRVONREIRTT, ZDHEA,
PEEAAE O BRI R/ L Zimi -
ZANEZ T h S L@, BEERETHI &
ARDONET, TOL X, FUITZOMERORER
MELEFERVINWERCET, HELWWed & &
HCTY, HxHCHKBE LT RS 72050
D EHA, BIFEERD TWDHR T, FIC s
REIENRH Y . BNOIATTORELE RSN B
DET, Fo, WEOOIERERAN A T AN
FEMTHY, EEZIT DA EEDLZENTET
WET, ZORDUTEEE L, RSB S0
w\ﬁﬁﬁ%Bmmmabfw%twk%mi#o

k ok sk sk ok sk ok 3k sk ok k sk >k k sk k k k Xk %k

Editor’s; postscript

In ten years, we'll see some product in us brought by
Professor Kazuki Sasaki’s seeds of wisdom. Ms. Mio
Kimura and ACES members must be feeling a sense of
achievement with memories of the 354 sessions. I
remember Ms. Keiko Nara’s English class probably
when she taught at Akita Minami JHS. Every single
student in her dass looked so happy and motivated.
Ms. Hatsune Taguchi always shows me the joy of
designing and teaching English class, which has been
created with her inquiring mind. Ms. Sae Minami’s “
FECH 5" is something that is ideally and
ultimately aimed at in English dlass. We hope this issue
will bring you some food for thought this autumn.
Editorial board: Yoshimi MIYAKE, Masako SASAKI



