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 Anniversary of the AAES

Seventy years have passed since its foundation in 1954. The 2024 annual conference featured how
English language education will/should be developed in a radical transformation of learning driven

by digital technology and globalization. The conference theme 5 INDEFH | IZ 517 5075 H 5 -
AL E S FE K was discussed through the keynote speech by Professor Yoshinori Watanabe
and the following symposium with four presentations from each level of education.

pening ceremony speech was made by the
chair of the AAES, Masako Sasaki, with
appreciation of the hard work by the foundation
members led by Emeritus Professor Junji Miura
and hope for its further development as follows:

>

Masako Sasaki ( Chair of th‘é';AAES )

Today, we gather to celebrate the 70
anniversary of the Akita Association of English
Studies and to mark the start of our society’s
journey that is going to keep on with our
continued academic curiosity and sincere efforts.

Let us imagine how this academic society was
initiated. According to Emeritus Professor Junji
Miura, a small group of university students
established it to make English education better.
We should not forget their pioneer spirit.

And let us keep in mind that this academic
society has developed for the past as many as 70
years while emphasizing the interconnection of
English linguistics, British and American
literature, and English education including
intercultural communication and understanding.

This interconnection is to be expanded further
backed up by technology advancement, although
our human exploration, inspiration, and
cooperation are the most crucial element for
enriching this Akita Association of English
Studies.

Again, today we are here to mark the new start

of the Akita Association of English Studies, which
means, at the same time, the new start of each of
us in each own specialized field. Let us open the
gate to new English education together at this
conference by learning from the keynote speech
by Professor Yoshinori Watanabe at Sophia
University and also by discussing at the following
symposium, where dedicated teachers and
students express their opinions based on their
teaching and learning experiences.

I{eynote Speech

@ Initially, the vice chair, Yoichi Onishi,
introduced the keynote speaker, Professor
Watanabe, who has as honorable research and
teaching career at universities, including
Akita University.

Yoichi Onishi (Vice Chair of the AAES)

€ Professor Watanabe’s keynote speech was full
of insights and information to make us reflect
on the past and explore the future of English
Education in Japan. The following PPT slide
excerpts tell you what he explicated. After the
speech, he answered questions from the floor
about how we analyze students’ progress in
learning and how AI should be utilized in
school and university English education.
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The Unchanging and Evolving Principles of English
Education Observed in Nationwide and Admission
English Examinations

« Watanabe, Y. (2019). Leaming to be assessment-literate - Critically
analysing the results of the 2019 nationwide English examination.
British Council New Directions at Yokohama Pacifico.
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Professor Yoshinori Watanabe (Sophia University)
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@ Pre-symposium Discussion

Prior to the symposium, two preparation meetings

were held via Zoom on November 1% and 8%,

2024, by the following teachers:
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€ Symposium

Based on the pre discussions, the theme was
discussed by the presenters. Here, the photos of
the presenters will tell you the atmosphere of the
sumposium. More detailed contents are available

in Akita En glish Studies (Akita eigo eibungaku) N0.66.
https://air.repo.nii.ac.jp/search?page=1&size=100&sort=-
createdate&search_type=2&q=1748219458661
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*“English at University: an overview and some
thoughts on the issues of teaching English writing
and pronunciation” by Adrian Paterson

Yasushiko Wakaari (Coordinator of the symposium) & Presenters

Elementary School

Kentaro Kakizaki

Asae Yamazaki
Junior High School
l |

Keiko Ito

b

Kotone Sasaki

Senior High School

University

\ \
Adrian Paterson

Ayaka Tozaki

Closing Ceremony
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Editor's: postscript

We’re so glad to celebrate the 70™ anniversary of
the Akita Association of English Studies. This
issue is for appreciating all the people who have
contributed to this academic society.
Editorial board: Ken HATAKEYAMA, Adrian
PATERSON, Masako SASAKI



