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This September issue starts by introducing a new member of the steering committee Hatakeyama Ken sensei at
Akita University —successor to Sasaki Kazuki sensei. You would feel like reading novels from English-speaking

countries if you read his self-introduction below.

New Steering Committee Member
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Research sounds difficult and distant from our daily life. Even though it gives us that impression, it depends on the
researchers. Nakao Shinich sensei provides us with an interesting and astonishing perspective to appreciate
“Roman Holiday. ” Hamada Yo sensei gives us good advice and secrets to improve our listening skills.
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Preview of the 2022 Conference

We would like to welcome you to the 2022 annual conference of the Akita Association of English Studies
on November 6™ Let us explore “intercultural, interactive, and in-depth learning”’ in English education.
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Theme

English Language Education From Global Perspectives With Three Is:
Intercultural, Interactive, and In-Depth Learning
For the purpose of educating students to be able to contribute to global society, how do we intentionally
include elements of “intercultural’, “interactive’ , and ‘in-depth learning’ (Three Is) into our daily English
language teaching? This symposium is intended to provide us all with an opportunity to find some clues to
practicing English education and develop our teaching into one with three Is in anticipation of accelerated
globalization.
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Keynote Speech  “Using Instructional Conversations for Equitable Participation to
Promote Students’ Complex Thinking and English Language Learning”

Speaker: Professor Lois Yamauchi
(University of Hawai‘i Manoa)

Abstract: Research suggests that teachers can promote their students’ language and thinking skills by engaging
them in activities in which they use the target and other languages to co-construct complex ideas, create tangible
products, and solve problems with multiple solutions. Instructional Conversations for Equitable Participation are
small group discussions in which all students and their teachers interact with each other to share multiple perspectives
on topics that integrate what students already know from their home and community experiences. This approach
emphasizes students using all of their linguistic repertoires, including those related to the target and everyday
languages. The approach is based on Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory and over 50 years of research on improving
education for culturally diverse students in the U.S. and abroad. In this presentation, | share research on Instructional
Conversations for Equitable Participation and describe how English language teachers can incorporate these
practices into their classroom instruction to promote students’ complex thinking and language learning. I provide
examples of ICEPs and tips for teachers who would like to engage their students in these productive conversations.

Symposium  Four presenters express their research or teaching experiences in relation to the conference therme:

English Language Education From Global Perspectives With Three Is:
Intercultural, Interactive, and In-Depth Learning
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Elementary School “A Design of Content and Language Integrated Learning for Elementary School Students”

Abstract: | am currently conducting research on “Content and Language Integrated Learning”, one of
English teaching methods. This method called “CLIL” combines content and language. CLIL is
characterized by 4Cs: Content, Cognition, Communication, and Culture/Community. My focus is on
cross-cultural understanding and international exchange in CLIL teaching method for elementary school
students. | conducted 3 classes in total based on my CLIL teaching plan in a public school. The content was
cross-cultural understanding: getting to know about Australia. In the last class, the students experienced an
interaction with Australian students on the Internet. After that, | conducted the questionnaire about the
classes. According to the results of the questionnaire, the top reasons why the class was fun were leaming
about Australia, understanding the differences between Australia and Japan, and being able to interact with

E

: A Australian elementary school students. Moreover, through class observations and recordings, it was found
Kk BB K that many of the students were actively engaged in leaming. These results suggest that intercultural
RIS T understanding and interaction can promote in-depth leaming and make elementary school students feel
SR a2 A 4F) more motivated to learn English. | have looked back on this experimental class as an opportunity to broaden

the intemational perspective of the elementary school students.
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Editor’'s; postscript

Autumn’s air after a hot summer is calming. We hope this 23rd issue of the newsletter is included on your autumn
reading list. The upcoming annual conference is being prepared with diligence to welcome you all there!
Editorial board: Yoshimi MIYAKE, Masako SASAKI
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